PEACE RIVER MUSEUM,
ARCHIVES AND
MACKENZIE CENTRE
The Peace River Museum, Archives and Mackenzie Centre
is a model for integrating social responsibility into all aspects
of museum practice, as demonstrated by its long standing
relationships with the community of Peace River and its work to
engage with contemporary issues. These relationships, including
those with Sagitawa Friendship Society; First Nations, Metis, and
Inuit Students Education; and Daishowa-Marubeni International
Ltd., have helped the Museum embrace the challenge of creating
a museum that is both sustainable and relevant to its visitors
and to its community.
The focus on social responsibility at the Museum radiates through
all levels of exhibits, programming, sponsorships, and community
relationships. Museum exhibitions focus on current topics relevant
to the community that are often approached with hesitancy,
including mental health and wellness and the lasting impacts
of residential schools, in order to make the community’s history
meaningful and accessible. In addition, the Museum has nurtured
relationships and practices that grow and positively impact its
community, ranging from providing interpretation at local events
to offering gallery space to a different local artist each month.
A partnership with the Sagitaewa Friendship Society brought the
Witness Blanket exhibit to Peace River in the summer of 2016,
and provided appropriate training to museum staff and volunteers.
By undertaking initiatives that challenge traditional narratives,
the Museum has gained the trust required to create meaningful
partnerships with other organizations and become a safe space
for community dialogue and sharing. Through this work, the
Peace River Museum, Archives and Mackenzie Centre encourages
a culture of inclusion, empowers the many voices that make up
Peace River, and affects real change in its community.

“The Museum is not just
a place to walk through,
quietly view the contents,
and leave. They engage the
community with opening
events and a speaker series
as topics arise. We learn
that we have a community
of people willing to
share their perspectives
which enhances healthy
conversations and 
plants the seed that can
challenge and expand 
our worldview. ”
– tracy zweifel
Executive Director
Sagitawa Friendship Society
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