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Frits Pannekoek, Ph.D
Dr. Frits Pannekoek has been dedicated to the advancement of heritage 
and museum issues in Alberta for over thirty five years, and is widely 
known throughout Canada and internationally as a visionary and activist 
for the integration of arts, culture, and heritage programs in museums. 
As the Director of Historic Sites for Alberta, Dr. Pannekoek oversaw 
the creation of the first master plan for Alberta’s heritage resources 
to support the development and protection of several sites, including 
the archeologically significant Head-Smashed-In Buffalo Jump World 
Heritage Site. To ensure long-term support for these new heritage 
facilities, Dr. Pannekoek worked to establish community foundations 
in the form of advisory boards and friends societies, in order to build 
governance capacity in heritage organizations throughout the province 
and encourage direct community involvement in the facilities.

As Director of Information Resources at the University of Calgary, 
Dr. Pannekoek was instrumental in designing and creating the digital 
libraries, a massive undertaking that increased document accessibility 
by transitioning from print books and resources to a fully digital and 
computer-based purpose-built facility. His commitment to increasing 
accessibility to Alberta’s heritage resources led to the creation of the 
Alberta Heritage Digitization Project, one of the richest online historical 
resources in Canada that includes digital versions of Alberta’s local 
histories, newspapers, laws, photographs, and folklore collections.

Honouring Dr. Pannekoek with the Alberta Museums Association’s 
Lieutenant Governor’s Award recognizes his commitment to fostering 
community involvement within the heritage sector, his dedication to 
providing access to Alberta’s heritage resources, and his decades of work 
in the development and support of heritage and museums in Alberta. 

LIEUTENANT  
GOVERNOR’S AWARD

The Lieutenant Governor’s Award recognizes the extraordinary contributions of an 

individual to Alberta’s museum community and their achievements in culture and heritage 

at the provincial, national, and / or international level. Recipients are nominated and 

selected by the Alberta Museums Association Secretariat and Board of Directors.


