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On October 24, 2019, Finance Minister Travis Toews presented the Government of Alberta’s 

Budget 2019-20, A Plan for Jobs and the Economy. The overarching theme of the Budget was to 

bring Alberta’s spending in line with revenues by reducing redundancy and finding efficiencies 

across all government departments by an average of 2.8%. In his pre-budget address, the Premier 

was quoted as saying,  

 
“If you add up health and education, plus child and family services and community services, you’re 

talking about nearly 80 per cent of the provincial budget, which means that the savings have to be found 

in the other 20 to 25 per cent of the budget.” (Hon. Jason Kenney, October 23, 2019) 

 

This translates into Departments like Culture, Multiculturalism and Status of Women being 

asked to reduce expenditures over and above the 2.8% to see the Premier’s commitment realized.  

 

For the Alberta Museums Association (AMA), Budget 2019-20 has had two major impacts. The 

dissolution of the Alberta Historical Resources Foundation means that oversight of the AMA 

will now fall directly to the Department. Also, funding for Provincial Heritage Organizations 

will be reduced by 8% for 2019-20. Adding to this is the projection that Heritage as a whole will 

be reduced again in this spring’s Budget 2020-21 by 12%. These decreases will have an impact 

on our operations as well as on our ability to provide programs and services to the Alberta 

museum community.  

 

The Budget also included reductions to the funding of several programs frequently used by our 

membership across the province. These reductions include the Community Initiatives Program, 

by 8% for 2019-20, and the Community Facility Enhancement Program, by 34% for 2019-20. 

The Budget also eliminated the Heritage Markers Program and the Summer Temporary 

Employment Program (STEP). The AMA recognizes that the elimination of STEP will have 

direct implications for our members who rely on this program for staffing, limiting their capacity 

to participate in seasonal tourism, be open to visitors, and deliver programming. If your 

institution will be directly affected by these changes, we encourage you to contact the office of 

Minister Jason Copping, Ministry of Labour and Immigration, and to reach out directly to your 

local MLA to share your concerns. 

 

While these reductions will significantly impact our community, the Budget also introduced 

some initiatives through the Ministry of Culture, Multiculturalism and Status of Women to 

support arts and culture organizations to collaborate with and generate support from 

philanthropists and private businesses. We look forward to working with our members to identify 

and capitalize on these opportunities for museums and heritage institutions to increase their 

sustainability.  



The AMA is a proud champion of the museum community in Alberta, and we will continue to 

advocate to the Government to ensure there is an understanding of the vital role Alberta’s 

museums have in communities across our province. Over the coming months, we will be 

working alongside our membership to engage key stakeholders around heritage and heritage 

resources to navigate these changes. And, we will be reaching out to the membership to 

coordinate next steps to ensure that the value of the museum and heritage community is 

recognized across the province. 

 

We share the Government of Alberta’s commitment to ensuring Albertans have access to the 

cultural opportunities and services that enrich our lives and support Alberta’s vibrant, engaged, 

and diverse communities. And, we will work actively with the Ministry of Culture, 

Multiculturalism and Status of Women to secure a sustainable future for our sector. On behalf of 

our members, we look forward to working together to support museums as leading contributors 

to the social, cultural, and economic development of the province.  

 

 

 

Budget 2019 by the Numbers 

 

2019 – 2020 BUDGET       

(thousands of dollars) 
2018 – 2019 

Budget 

2019 – 2020 

Budget 
% Change 

        

Community and Voluntary Support Services  

Community Facility Enhancement 

Program 
$38,000  $25,000  -34% 

Community Initiatives Program $25,700  $23,565  -8% 

Heritage  

Royal Alberta Museum $16,585  $16,770  1% 

Royal Tyrrell Museum $8,145  $6,350  -22% 

Historic Sites and Other Museums $11,599  $11,395  -2% 

Provincial Archives $3,635  $3,310  -9% 

Support to Glenbow Museum $3,588  $3,588  0% 

Heritage Preservation Partnership 

Programs 
$1,773  $1,630  -8% 

Support for Provincial Heritage 

Organizations 
$2,080  $1,915  -8% 

Heritage Markers Program $104  $0  -100% 

Arts 

Assistance to the Alberta 

Foundation for the Arts $29,844 28,355 -5% 

 


