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Edmonton, Alberta – The Alberta Museums Association (AMA) is pleased to announce ten 

recipients of the Queen Elizabeth II Platinum Jubilee Medals from the Alberta museum 

community. This medal was created to mark the 70th anniversary of Her Majesty’s Accession 

to the Throne of Canada. To celebrate this historic event, the Medal program recognizes 

outstanding service from Albertans who, like the Queen, have dedicated themselves to 

family, community, and country.  

 

As a partner organization, the AMA was pleased to present ten medals to members of the 

Alberta museum sector who are leaders in their communities and have made significant 

impact at the local level. The recipients of the Jubilee Medal are leaders in their communities, 

mentors to new museum professionals, advocates for museums, and passionate about the 

role of museums to create social change. They represent communities and museums in 

hamlets, towns, and major urban centres. The ten recipients are: 

 

 

Wendy Aitkens, Lethbridge 

 

Wendy Aitkens is a champion of community engagement for museums in southern Alberta, 

particularly during her tenures at Fort Calgary, the Lethbridge Military Museum, and the Galt 

Museum and Archives. Her collaborative work with diverse Indigenous and settler groups 

helped establish strong relationships between museums and their communities. 

 

Alexandra Hatcher, Calgary 

 

Alexandra Hatcher has played a pivotal role in the Alberta museum and non-profit sectors as 

an employee, board member, facilitator, consultant, and volunteer. Her work with 

organizational sustainability, governance, and policy development has helped museums 

across Alberta become more sustainable institutions. 

 

Tom Hunter, Mundare 

 

Tom Hunter started with the University of Alberta Museums over 25 years ago through a pilot 

program partnership between the university and the Métis Nation of Alberta, where he now 

brings his museum expertise as a volunteer. His has a passion for keeping art and objects 

looking their best and preserving the art and culture of Alberta for the next generations. 



 

 

Lorna Johnson, Red Deer 

 

Lorna Johnson worked at museums across Canada before becoming Executive Director of 

the Red Deer Museum + Art Gallery in 2004. She led the Red Deer Museum + Art Gallery 

through a renewal process that included opening the Remarkable Red Deer exhibit and 

expanding engagement to better represent First Nation, Métis, and newcomer groups. 

 

Irene Kerr, High River 

 

Irene Kerr has over 20 years experience in the Alberta museum community as a volunteer, 

board member, employee, and consultant. She led the Museum of the Highwood through a 

fire in 2010 and the floods of 2013. Her strong leadership is a model of resilience and 

recovery for other Alberta museums. 

 

Rosalie Lammle, Three Hills 

 

Rosalie Lammle has volunteered with the Kneehill Historical Society since 2003. She has been 

a strong advocate for the Alberta museum community throughout her career at the local, 

provincial, and national levels. She is passionate about museums and has mentored many 

young museum professionals locally. 

 

Tracey Leavitt, Millet 

 

Tracey Leavitt has worked for the Millet & District Museum & Archives for over 30 years. She is 

an advocate for small rural museums and emerging museum professionals in central Alberta. 

She is also an active volunteer with the Central Alberta Regional Museum Network (CARMN). 

 

Robert Moffat, Drumheller 

 

Robert (Bob) Moffat joined the Atlas Coal Mine National Historic Site in 2001 as a volunteer. 

His experience as a retired miner is invaluable to the preservation of the site. He is the well-

known public personality of the site, sharing the region’s coal mining history with over 50,000 

people annually on-site tours. 

 

Sharon Morin, Edmonton 

 

Sharon Morin worked as the Program Manager at the Musée Héritage Museum in St. Albert 

for 17 years. Her unique experience brought an important Métis perspective to the museum’s 

programming and community engagement. She continues to be a strong voice for Métis 

history in Alberta.  

 



 

Edward van Vliet, Edmonton 

 

Edward van Vliet has been involved in the non-profit sector for over 20 years, with experience 

in arts and heritage. He provides ongoing support to colleagues across Alberta by sharing 

resources, building strong relationships, and leading museum engagement at all levels of 

career development. 

 

Nominations for the Queen Elizabeth II Platinum Jubilee Medals were adjudicated by the 

AMA Board and Secretariat. The Awards were presented at  Ceremonies at Lougheed House, 

in Calgary,  on Tuesday November 15, 2022 and at the Alberta Museums Association office, 

in Edmonton, on Monday December 5, 2022.  

 

 

Background  

 

The Queen Elizabeth II’s Platinum Jubilee Medal (Alberta) was created to mark the 70th 

anniversary of Her Majesty’s Accession to the Throne of as Queen of Canada. To celebrate 

this historic event, the Medal program recognizes outstanding service from Albertans who, 

like The Queen, have dedicated themselves to family, community, and country.  More 

information about the Medal can be found on the Department of Canadian Heritage website. 

 

The overall purpose of the Medal program is to recognize individuals who have made 

significant contributions to the province or to a particular region or community. The Medal 

honours The Queen and her lifelong service to Canada, as well as those residents of Alberta 

who, like Her Majesty, have devoted their lives to making this province a better place. 

 

The AMA partnered with the Government of Alberta to facilitate presentation of the Medal as 

part of the annual Awards Program to recognize the exceptional work of Alberta museums 

and museum professionals in creating value, accessibility, and relevance in their 

communities. More information about the AMA Awards Program can be found on the AMA 

website.  

 

The Alberta Museums Association provides a variety of programs and services to over 500 

museums and museum professionals across Alberta. Through its focus on community 

engagement, social responsibility, and sustainability, the AMA utilizes its funding, 

accreditation, awards, and professional development opportunities to support institutions in 

their vital role as leading contributors to the social, cultural, and educational fabric of Alberta. 

The AMA believes that museums can leverage their positions as trusted institutions to 

encourage respectful dialogue, provide educational opportunities, and bring awareness to 

some of society’s most pressing issues. 

 
Contact:   Alberta Museums Association   
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